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Syracuse VA Medical Center Begins COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution for Enrolled Veterans 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Syracuse, NY—During the month of January, the Syracuse VA Medical Center will begin COVID-19 vaccinations for all enrolled Veterans following the U.S. Food and Drug Administration’s Emergency Use Authorization for the Moderna Vaccine.

In accordance with Centers for Disease Control and Prevention guidance, vaccinations began the end of December for front-line health care personnel followed by at-risk Veterans in the Community Living Center, Spinal Cord Injury Unit and the Intensive Care Unit. 

The first vaccinations for enrolled Veterans, 85 years of age and older, will begin on Saturday and Sunday January 9th and 10th. All appointments for these dates have been filled. Veterans are being asked not to call the VA for appointments. Medical Center staff will continue reaching out to eligible Veterans to make appointments for the vaccine throughout the month of January based on overall risk criteria.   

“This prioritized process of vaccination is designed to ensure that the most at-risk Veterans and staff are offered vaccination first. We are asking our Veterans to be patient as we work through this process. Our goal is to see that all Veterans and staff are offered the vaccine.  No Veteran will be left behind!  

Here at the Syracuse VA we are committed to doing our part to help get COVID-19 under control while never letting up using the vitally important public health measures such as masking, physical distancing and frequent handwashing,” said Dr. Frank Pearson, Syracuse VA Medical Center Director.


				(more)	
Syracuse is one of 113 VA Medical Centers across the country to receive the first limited supply of the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine. Sites were identified based on need for the vaccine according to CDC’s 1A prioritization and capacity to  store the vaccine at -20◦C. 
						
The Moderna COVID-19 vaccine was shown to be 94 percent effective in clinical trials in preventing COVID-19 disease. The vaccine is administered in two doses, 28 days apart. The side effects appear like those of other vaccines and are short-lived. 

Even after receiving COVID-19 vaccination, employees and Veterans should continue wearing face coverings, practicing physical distancing and washing hands often.
		
Veterans can get up-to-date information on VA’s VA COVID-19 vaccine  webpage, which launched on December 11, 2020, and sign up to receive regular updates on the vaccine on the VA’s Stay Informed page.
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